
P r i o r  t o  t h e  p a n d em i c  I  w a s  t r a v e l i n g  o f t e n .  I  w a s  i n  t h e  a i r p o r t  a f t e r  a

s u c c e s s f u l  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  A t l a n t a  w h e n  o n e  o f  t h e  N Y C  b u r e a u s  s h u t

d o w n ,  t h e  p a n d em i c  w a s  h e r e .  T h e r e  w e r e  em p l o y e e s  w i p i n g  d o w n  t h e

h a n d r a i l s  t o  t h e  e s c a l a t o r s  a n d  n o t  a  ma s k  i n  s i g h t ,  b u t  y o u  c o u l d  f e e l

t h a t  t h i s  w a s  g o i n g  t o  b e  b i g .  

A s  e v e r y o n e  a d j u s t e d  t o  s w i t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  h om e ,  I  w a s

a d j u s t i n g  f r o m  t r a v e l  t o  h om e .  M y  f i r s t  f l i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  p a n d em i c  h i t

w a s  i n  J u l y  2 0 2 0  f o r  a  p e r s o n a l  t r i p .  T h e  a i r p o r t s  w e r e  em p t y ,  t h e

v e n d o r s  w e r e  a l l  c l o s e d ,  a n d  i t  h a d  a n  e e r i e  f e e l i n g  t o  i t .

O n  my  f l i g h t s  i n  A u g u s t  t h r o u g h  S e p t em b e r  2 0 2 0 ,  t h e  p a s s e n g e r  c o u n t

i n c r e a s e d  s l o w l y  a s  t h e  mo n t h s  w e n t  o n .  T h e  f l i g h t s  s t a r t e d  f i l l i n g  u p

m o r e  i n  O c t o b e r  w i t h  T h a n k s g i v i n g  b e i n g  a  n o t i c e a b l e  c h a n g e ,  t h e

f l i g h t s  w e r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  b e  f u l l  a g a i n .

T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  n o t  u n i q u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  r e v e n u e  f r o m  p a s s e n g e r

f l i g h t s  w a s  d o w n  5 5 %  f r o m  2 0 1 9 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  I A T A .  P a s s e n g e r  n um b e r s

a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r i s e  t o  2 . 4  b i l l i o n  i n  2 0 2 1 .  T h i s  i s  b e t t e r  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r ,

b u t  s t i l l  n o w h e r e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  2 0 1 9  p e a k  o f  4 . 5  b i l l i o n .  Mu c h  o f  t h i s

s u c c e s s  c om e s  f r o m  d om e s t i c  f l i g h t s  i n  t h e  U . S . ,  R u s s i a  a n d  C h i n a  t h a t

a r e  n o  l o n g e r  u n d e r  p a n d em i c  r e s t r i c t i o n s .

I t ’ s  a  g o o d  f e e l i n g  t o  s e e  t h e  a i r p o r t s  f u l l  o f  l i f e ,  v e n d o r s  o p e n  a n d

f l i g h t s  g e t t i n g  t o  f u l l  p a s s e n g e r  c a p a c i t y  a g a i n ,  a  d r a s t i c  d i f f e r e n c e

f r om  a  y e a r  a g o .

T H E  Y E A R  P L A N E S
S T O O D  S T I L L

BY STACE KNABEL



stace.knabel@rockfarm.com

616-902-2747

300 Data Ct, Dubuque, IA 52003  

Stace Knabel
DIRECTOR  OF  BUSINESS  DEVELOPMENT  

Want to read more Rockfarm White Pages?
View Our Library Here

Sources

F r e i g h t w a v e s ,  A i r l i n e s  t o  l o s e  $ 4 8 B  d e s p i t e  b a n n e r  y e a r

f o r  c a r g o

I A T A

https://www.facebook.com/RockfarmSupplyChainSolutions/posts/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/1331963/admin/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwiG-4S1tLzvAhVB9uMHHYmiBMQYABAAGgJ5bQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESQeD2L-62UyJ_OQdcrI5gN5d3SopwfQPXaVE6uzerVCJx5Mye-w6qhxiaONsIpGx4RcrfSrINqHo3egM7I5HnJT0R&sig=AOD64_3MlNDRYErh3JVclPohsj0Om9RoWg&q&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwiU9Pi0tLzvAhVZZ80KHQ21AY4Q0Qx6BAgIEAE
mailto:stace.knabel@rockfarm.com
tel:563-557-1065
https://www.rockfarm.com/blog/
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/airlines-to-lose-48b-despite-banner-year-for-cargo?fbclid=IwAR1DyUNr1dpyqIYUVFbvtIWdHD8iRxcoPE_L8POFbfqpl1a4bvpELXpdFFw
https://www.iata.org/

